
THE PORTLAND SESSION.

It was with a good deal of misgiving that many phy-
sicians went to Portland to attend the recent session of
the American Medical Association. The fact that the
meetings were to be held at a point so far from the
center of population of the country, the size of the
town, and the fact that the Lewis and Clark Exposition
was being held, thus overcrowding the city, were suf-
ficient to cause anxiety as to the outcome. The session,
however, can be put down as being the most successful,
considering all things, ever held by the Association.
Seventeen hundred and fourteen registered, a number
which has been exceeded only a few times at sessions
held near the centers of membership.

The scientific work in nearly all the sections was ex-

cellent. It was remarked by many that the fact that
fewer papers than usual were read in the larger sec-

tions made these meetings more satisfactory, for the
reason that there was more time for discussions, and
these, too, were of a high character. There were only
two drawbacks to making the session satisfactory in
every respect, namely, the transportation facilities of
the railroads were taxed to their utmost, and the hotel
accommodations were not sufficiently ample for such an

immense gathering. Even the hotel arrangements,
however, were more satisfactory than the majority ex¬

pected them to be, so that there was little dissatisfaction
expressed either as to accommodations or their cost.

The local profession entertained most royally; in
fact, the criticism was that the entertainments were too
lavish, and consequently must have boon a severe tax
on the Portland physicians and on those who co-oper¬
ated with them.

The House of Delegates transacted more important
business than has ever been transacted at any previous
session of the Association, and the business was des¬
patched much more smoothly and with greater expedi¬
tion than formerly. As time goes on, a notable
improvement in the conduct of business is apparent.

This session will be looked back to as being the
starting point of, or at least as emphasizing, three great
movements: (1) The authorization of the publication
of a medical directory by the profession itself, (2) The
em'phatic endorsement of a movement inaugurated to

suppre s the nostrum evil. (3) The completion of the
machinery for systematically developing a higher stand¬
ard of medical education through the appointment of
a salaried secretary for the Council on Medical Educa¬
tion, who will devote his time to the work outlined by
the council a year ago.

The unanimous selection of Boston as the next place
of session means that the Association is to go to the
other side of the country, from the newest of the West
to the oldest of the East. The last time the Associa¬
tion met in Boston was in 1865, forty years ago. As
we believe that the profession of Boston and of Massa¬
chusetts will make every effort to have the session in
that city a grand success, we may look forward with
pleasurable anticipation to its being a notable one.

PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT ON THE REWARDS OF
SCHOLARSHIP.

Within the last two weeks President Roosevelt has
touched on subjects of direct interest to physicians in
two different addresses. In his address to the Long
Island physicians he emphasized the difficulties in the
way of the construction of the Panama canal and the
essential part that preventive medicine must play and
is playing in this undertaking. His appreciative re-

marks of the.sanitary work of General (Dr.) Leonard
Wood in Cuba and the stress laid on the comparatively
speaking inadequate rewards for services of such great
benefit to a people make pleasant reading for medical
men. President Roosevelt has a firm grasp of the r\l=o^\le
of medicine in the progress of civilization and he clearly
recognizes the value of expert knowledge in sanitary
work, a point on which many public non-medical offi-
cials of great power often appear lamentably weak and
unsound.

But it was to the President's address to the alumni
of Harvard University on the rewards of scholarship in
general in this country that we wished to direct the at¬
tention of our readers more particularly. Here he
points out with admirable clearness that if the career
of the scholar remains an insignificant one in the public
mind, then such a career will not be attractive to the
most vigorous and gifted of our young men. He shows
that there is a lack in this country of opportunities for
great scholars to win great prizes such as await pre¬
eminent ability in business and in law. This, he says,
should not be so, because "the average of all of us is
raised by the work of the great masters;" at the same
time he qualifies himself by saying that much of the
work that is best for the nation as a whole must ever

be, relatively, inadequately remunerated, albeit to be
able to do such work is in itself the amplest reward.
The slight monetary reward, however, for scholarly
achievement can not but have a repellent effect on the
ambitious youth who is casting about for a career. "The
American scientist, the American scholar should have
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